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for the works of Confucius and Lao-tse an earlier
date than that of their compilers. They may contain
much older materials, but they give them to us as
understood in the sixth century B. c., and they may
not altogether have escaped the effects of the burning
of books under the Emperor of Ji7an.

Termiiiational   Stage.

West of China there stretches a cluster of languages
which are on the point of leaving or have left the
radical stage, which show the development of agglu-
tination in high perfection, and in some instances rise
to the level of inflectional grammar'. They are called
Ural-Altaic or Ugro-Tutaric. In one of my earliest
essays,c A Letter on the Turanian Languages/ 1854, I
proposed to comprehend these languages under the
name of Turanian. I went even further and distin-
guished them as North-Turanian, in opposition to
what in my youth I ventured to call the South-Tura-
nian languages, namely the Taw-iullc, Taic^ Gangetic>
LohitiC) and Malaic. During the last thirty years,
however, the principles of the Science of Language
have been worked out with so much greater exact-
ness, and the study of some of these languages has
made such rapid progress, that I should not venture
at present to suggest such wide generalisations, at all
events so far as the Tamulic, Taic, Gangetic, Lohitic,
and Malaic languages are concerned.

It is different, however, with the language I com-
prehended as North-Turanian. They share not only
common morphological features, but they are held
together by a real genealogical relationship, though